
 

 

2338 VT Route 14 Williamstown, VT 05679  

802.433.5887 | library@williamstownvt.org 

AINSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY  

NEWSLETTER | APRIL  2020 

WHEN WILL WE RE-OPEN? 

At this time we are following state regulations 

and looking to our local government’s 

recommendations for non-profits and small 

businesses before opening to the public again. 

We will get the word as soon as we know on 

our webpage, facebook and Front Porch 

Forum.  We miss seeing all of our patrons and 

look forward to getting back to normal as soon 

as we can. In the meantime, feel free to give 

us a call Monday- Friday between 10:30- 12:00. 

We are still working behind the scenes 

(following CDC safety protocols) and would 

love to answer any questions you may have 

about the library or services available in town 

(in true library fashion, we are Williamstown’s  

information hub) or to chat about the book 

you are currently reading! We hope that you 

are able to check out some of the amazing 

online opportunities we are still able to offer.  

 
WHAT WE HAVE BE BEEN UP TO 

 
We are accomplishing a lot 

during this time! We are busy 

adding genre labels to our 

youth books, weeding books 

out from our collection and 

doing a deep clean of the 

library! 

 

WI-FI 

Our wi-fi is still on 24 hours a 

day. Feel free to park your car 

near the building, use our 

picnic table, or sit on our steps 

or porch. Call or email for the password. 

 

VERMONT 

ONLINE 

LIBRARY 

The Vermont 

Online Library 

(VOL) is a curated collection of online 

information resources covering a broad range 

of subjects – made available to Vermont 

citizens and students by the Vermont 

Department of Libraries. The information 

resources are produced by known and trusted 

publishers, with content of interest to both 

generalists and specialists. The Vermont Online 

Library is available to Vermont citizens and 

students at no 

cost.https://vtonlinelib.org/index.php?loc= 

 

UNIVERSAL CLASS ONLINE LEARNING 

Accounting, Computer Training and History are 

only a small tip of the iceberg of classes 

available to you through this program. Thanks 

to the Vermont Department of Library and 

Recorded Books, over 500 courses are 

available online. With a library card number 

and working email, register to gain access to a 

wide variety of self-paced non-accredited 

courses for your personal enrichment. Each 

course also comes with an instructor that is 

available for communication through email.

 

https://vtonlinelib.org/index.php?loc=
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TAKE WHAT YOU NEED 

We have moved our “Take What You Need” 

shelf outside. Toiletries such as soap, diapers, 

menstrual products, toothpaste will be 

available. Please take only what you need, 

and leave some for others. We also welcome 

donations if you would like to add household 

consumables to our shelf, please do! 

 

WINTER READING PROGRAM  

It was another 

successful Winter 

Reading Program! 

We had 43 

participants of all 

ages. Readers 

received raffle 

tickets for reading, 

completing challenges and playing bingo. A 

big thank you to our Clerk Monique Hayden for 

keeping the challenges fresh and fun! We had 

a lovely gathering with snacks and prize 

drawings and (of course) books. We are already 

looking forward to next year! 

 

NEW ONLINE PROGRAMING COMING! 

Keep an eye on our website and 

facebook page. We have new 

online programming coming for 

both children and adults! 

  

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Ainsworth Public Library was founded in 

1911 when Laura B. Ainsworth donated a 

building she had purchased in the village of 

Williamstown to house a public library. This gift 

was contingent on the merging of two existing 

libraries, the Williamstown Social Library 

founded in 1801 and the Free Public Library 

founded in 1907. 

 
The following information about the 

Williamstown Social Library is from the Bulletin 

of the Vermont Library Commision, September 

1912.  

 

The Social Library founded January, 1801 in the 

sixteenth year of the town, by 34 men and one 

woman and dedicated to the “promotion of useful 

knowledge and peity” has mingled in its venerable 

stream of influence with the more popular and 

active current of the Williamstown free public 

library. Mrs. Laura L. Ainsworth, grandaughter 

of Cornelius Lynde, a promoter of the original 

library, is the founder and generous patron of the 

new.  

 

In the old days, the library was stored in a chest 

and moved each quarter to the stockholders’ place 

of meeting. There the books were auctioned off; 

the “sales” at each quarterly meeting averaging 

200. For a time the library was kept in the hotel, 

later it was stored in the third story of the town 

hall and auctions came as often as every two 

months. In 1901, the Social library celebrated 

with appropriate exercises the centennial 

anniversary of its founding.   

 


