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HOW TO PLAY BOOK ANATOMY BINGO 
 
Try to find the various types of books, sizes, binding styles, and book parts as you 
read your way through this Bingo card.  
 
This Bingo is just for fun; it isn’t part of an organized library program and we don’t 
have any prizes, but we hope you’ll still enjoy it. Set your own rules and create 
your own variations to make this your own reading adventure.  

 
A LITTLE STORY ABOUT THE MAKING OF BOOKS 

 
Among other things, Johannes GUTENBERG was known for invention of the movable-type printing press. 
The first book to be printed was the BIBLE. 
 
In printing, the term PRINTER’S DEVIL refers to the least experienced person in the print shop. 
Originally, these were almost always young boys. 
 
A group of folded pages is called a SIGNATURE. Books are made by binding these smaller groups 
together to form full-length books. This collection of smaller booklets is fastened into the spine by either 
GLUE or STITCHING. For small softcover booklets sometimes staples are used. When glue is used, it’s 
called PERFECT BOUND. When stitching is used, the binding is called SMYTH SEWN. 
 

 
 
The pages at the beginning and end of hardcover books, often decorative, are called ENDSHEETS. These 
are used as fasteners for the pages to the front and back covers. It’s the hinge of the book that allows 
smooth opening and closing of the front and back covers. 
 
HEADBANDS and TAILBANDS are the little pieces of colored twine found on the top and bottom of the 
spine of hardcover books. They are more decorative than functional and not found on every book. 
Sometimes the spine will have RAISED BANDS, also for decoration. 
 
The pages of a book can be cut smooth or left uneven. When left uneven, it is referred to as a DECKLE 
edge. Pages that have a gold edge to them are referred to as GILT edge.  
 
Books come in many sizes, too. From the smallest, a MINIATURE, to the largest books, called ELEPHANT 
FOLIOS. The tiniest books were often bibles (for portability) and children’s books (to accommodate small 
hands).  The formal size name for the common paperback is duodecimo; the small hardcover size is 
referred to as octavo, and the quarto size is commonly found in books that have more of a square shape 
than rectangular.  


